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[bookmark: _GoBack]Linde Material Handling wins EcoVadis Sustainability Award 
Gold for responsible corporate conduct 
Aschaffenburg, February 14, 2019 – Linde Material Handling is a leader in its sector – this has been the case for decades in terms of industrial trucks and goods handling. The Gold status awarded by EcoVadis means that the company has now also made it among the top echelons in the field of sustainability.
How responsibly does a company deal with natural resources? What role do social aspects play – and what ethical values form the basis for these dealings? These and similar questions from the field of corporate social responsibility (CSR) take a central part in today’s business relationships and investment decisions. This makes it all the more important to have valid and comparable experts’ assessments that independently evaluate the sustainability management of companies. And this is exactly what the annual EcoVadis holistic ratings do.
In its analyses, the internationally leading CSR platform considers numerous criteria from the fields of Environment, Labor & Human Rights, Ethics and Sustainable Procurement. Following its good results achieved in recent years, Linde Material Handling has now, for the first time, secured Gold status in the latest EcoVadis rating. This means that in the mechanical engineering sector, the globally operating intralogistics professionals rank among the top three percent of evaluated companies.
Dr. Holger Hoppe, Senior Director Sustainability Management, sees the EcoVadis rating as an impressive proof of how well Linde Material Handling is positioned as an organization in terms of occupational safety, environmental management and health protection: “We are pleased that the efforts we have made during recent years are gradually bearing fruit. However, we are still not satisfied with our achievements, but are striving for further significant improvements in all areas of assessment in the future.”

Linde Material Handling GmbH
Linde Material Handling GmbH, a KION Group company, is a leading global manufacturer of forklift trucks and warehouse trucks, and a solutions and service provider for intralogistics. With a sales and service network that spans more than 100 countries, the company is represented in all major regions around the world. In the 2017 financial year, the Linde MH EMEA Operating Unit (Europe, Middle East, Africa) recorded a total revenue of roughly EUR 3.1 billion, with approximately 11,000 employees worldwide. Global sales of Linde trucks amounted to over 124,000 in 2017.
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